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The Air Traffic Noise Screen (ATNS) is a computerized noise screening procedure used
to evaluate proposed changes in arrival procedures and departure procedures. The ATNS
evaluated noise exposure values using an 18,000 feet ceiling for departure traffic and a
7,000 feet ceiling for arrival traffic. '

A scientific study has been completed which analyzed predicted noise exposures using
different altitude ceilings. This study confirmed that an altitude cut-off of 10,000 feet
above ground level (AGL) has materially the same pred1ct1ve capability as the ATNS
used up to 18,000 feet AGL

Therefore, effective January 5, the revised ATNS is to be used to evaluate proposed
changes in arrival procedures between 3,000 feet and 7,000 feet AGL, and departure

procedures between 3,000 and 10, 000 feet AGL for large civil jet aircraft weighing over
75,000 pounds.

If you have any questions on this procedure, please contact Mr. Bill Marx, Manager,
Air Traffic Environmental Programs Division, at (202) 267-9367.
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